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emocratic governance is a key element in achieving equitable and

sustainable development. Yet much of the existing research and literature

on democratic systems addresses neither how women’s political

participation contributes to democratic processes and outcomes, nor how
this form of governance advances women’s rights and gender equality.

At this session, the Government of Antigua and Barbuda will present the new
Caribbean Institute for Women in Leadership (CIWIL). IDRC will launch its
global research initiative on Democratic Governance, Women’s Rights, and
Gender Equality. This initiative will support Southern-based researchers to
examine women’s political citizenship and how democratic governance systems
respond to women’s rights, needs, and priorities. Panelists will explore these
issues at the global and regional levels.

The Huairou Commission will discuss its work on strengthening grassroots
women’s participation in decision-making processes, and local government
responsiveness to community priorities. UNDP will present its work on
gender and democratic governance, and women in politics. It will also launch
a new regional report on women’s political participation in Europe and the
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS).
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